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Professional Background

Currently

· Senior Associate at Cumpetere, a consulting firm on  Microfinance and Small and Medium Enterprises (SME), Sustainable Development and Corporate Social Responsibility. Washington.

At the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) in Washington D.C

Highlights

· Lead the Social Entrepreneurship Program, providing loans and technical assistance to more than 150 innovative projects to support microentrepreneurs in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

· Lead the Multilateral Investment Fund’s (MIF) special program for the strengthening of microfinance institutions through downscaling of commercial banks and upgrading the non-government organizations.

· Supervised teams of researchers in the production of papers on best practices on microfinance, small and medium enterprises and in the development and dissemination of lessons learned in the design and execution of projects. 
· Coordinated the publication on the “MicroEnterprise Americas” magazine. Inter-American Development Bank, 2000-2007.
·  Directed the organization of the Annual Inter-American Microenterprise Forum (2000-2007) -- the foremost regional event for bringing together the principal private and public developments agencies and microfinance practitioners to exchange best practices in the field.

· Speaker in over 25 international conferences and meetings on microenterprises. Highly regarded public speaker.
·  Focal point, from 2000 to 2007 for the IADB in the Consultative Group to Assist the Poor (CGAP) and the Donors Committee for Enterprise Development, providing new ideas for the development of the sector in the region.
·  Task Leader for Restructuring the Countries Offices in the Regional Department II, responsible for Central American countries, México, Dominican Republic and Haiti. 

Managerial Positions

· Division Chief, Micro, Small and Enterprise. Sustainable Development Department. July, 2001-June, 2007. 
Responsible for coordinating and implementing the Bank’s strategy with regard to micro, small and medium enterprises, in order to promote the conditions necessary for the growth and development of the sector in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).  To implement the strategy, the Division provided loans and technical assistance to local institutions, facilitated the sharing of information, experiences and technical know-how, and published research on innovative policies, projects and programs. 

· Operation Chief, Microenterprise Unit, Sustainable Development Department. January, 1998- June, 2001.
In charge, within the Unit, of organizing, staffing and leading a special group for identify, preparing and processing loans and grants in the microfinance/microenterprise sector.
· Chief of Staff.  Regional Operations Department II (Central America, México,  Dominican Republic and Haiti).  September, 1994-December, 1997.

Coordinated  in the Operational Department the  programming process.  Review the loans documents and policy and strategy paper.  Also in charge of the budget and personnel matters. 

Professional Positions

· Country coordinator. Operations Department.  September 1982-August 1994.

In charge of managing the country program (preparation, processing, management) of loans and grants in Ecuador, Perú, México y Venezuela.
· Investment Officer. Operations Department.  April 1980-August 1982. 

In charge of preparation, processing and management of equity investments in small enterprises (venture capital).  
Academic institutions

· Professor. Universidad Centroamericana (UCA) in Managua, Nicaragua. 1976-1978. Taught Cases in  Production Control: Systems and Decisions; Production/Operations Management; and Industrial Project Analysis.
At other institutions
· Consultant in Small and Medium Enterprise Sector.  World Bank, Washington DC. November 1979-March 1980.
· Director of the Small Enterprise Division at the Special Fund for Development.  Central Bank of Nicaragua.  May 1975-November 1979.
Recent Publications 
Microfinanzas en Latinoamérica y el Caribe: Tendencias y Lecciones. Forthcoming in a book published by Centro de Apoyo a la Microempresa (CEAMI), Madrid, 2005.

“The Microfinance Experience in Latin America and the Caribbean”. Workshop on Modalities of Microfinance Delivery in Asia: LAEBA Research Conference on Microfinance in Latin America and Asia.  Asian Development Bank Institute.  October 2004.  Manila, Philippines.
Experiencias del BID en los Programas para la Micro y Pequeña Empresa 1990-2000.  Forthcoming in a book published by Central Bank, Paraguay , 2002.

Education

· Industrial Engineer. Purdue University, West Lafayette Indiana, 1971.
· Pursued graduate studies at the same university in Industrial Engineering, and completed courses in Finance at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and at the American University, 1980-1983.
 Languages
Fluent English and Spanish (speak, read, write) and understanding of Portuguese.
